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EEYOU MARINE REGION IMPACT REVIEW BOARD
32nd Regular Meeting
6 Chief Isaiah Salt Road, Waskaganish, Quebec
October 11-12, 2023
EEYOU MARINE REGION IMPACT REVIEW BOARD MEETING


DAY 1 - Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Present:       Isaac Masty, Chairperson
Brendan O’Donnell, Member
Brian Craik, Vice Chairperson 
Fred Tomatuk, Member


Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret, Director
Leona Siaw, Environmental Program Officer
Priscillia Wesley, Administrative Assistant

Absent: 	Lucassie Arragutainaq, Member

Presenters:	


1. WELCOME & QUORUM 
All members present constituting a quorum. The Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board (EMRIRB) meeting was called to order at 1:20 p.m. 
2. OPENING PRAYER 	
Fred Tomatuk provided the opening prayer.
3. CHAIRPERSON AND RECORDING SECRETARY
Isaac Masty chaired the meeting and Priscillia Wesley was the recording secretary.
4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
The Impact Review Board reviewed the proposed agenda of October 11-12, 2023. 

After reviewing the proposed meeting agenda, it was motioned to adopt and approve the agenda; Fred Tomatuk proposed, and Brendan O’Donnell seconded. The motion carried and the Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board adopted Resolution IRB2023-17
5. CORPORATE MATTERS
a. Review of draft meeting minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk4663519]Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret presented the draft meeting minutes of July 12-13, 2023, for the Board to review. The Board reviewed and edited the draft meeting minutes. 
After reviewing the draft meeting minutes, it was motioned to adopt and approve the meeting minutes of July 12-13, 2023; Fred Tomatuk proposed, and Brendan O’Donnell seconded. The motion carried and the Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board adopted Resolution IRB2023-18
6. [bookmark: _Hlk109204856]UPDATES
a. Roundtable Member Updates
The Impact Review Board and administrative staff gave their updates since the last meeting.
7. UPDATES
Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret updated the Impact Review Board on the following:
· Project Screening:
· EMRIRB File #0040-1523-009 Screening Decision for the proposed project “Marine Bird Aerial Survey in Nunavik” issued on August 11, 2023, jointly with the Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board.
· EMRIRB File # 0045-1523-011 Screening Decision for the proposed project “Towards a better knowledge of coastal fish biodiversity via environmental DNA” issued on August 23, 2023, jointly with the Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board.
· EMRIRB File # 0046-323-010 Screening Decision for the proposed project “Keewaytinook Okimakanak Bathymetric Marine Fibre Optic Cable Survey” on August 23, 2023, jointly with the Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board.
· Report: 
· Public annual report available on the EMRIRB website.
· Q2 activity updates:
· June 7, 2023: call with CNR re. information on projects subject to ESIA - Section 22 JBNQA & IAA
· June 15, 2023: NILCA / EMRLCA Processes: Meeting with Transport Canada on “Canadian Navigable Waters Act”
· June 21, 2023: Letter from Parks Canada and CNG: Feasibility Assessment in the Eeyou Marine Region does not constitute a “project proposal.”
· July 18, 2023: Beluga hunting camps on Long Island: Letter from Makivvik received stating “ancillary aspect of the right to harvest” not subject to EMRLCA processes. MOU signed by Makivvik, CNG pending, no public statement or decision issued. Updated requested August 18, 2023. 
· August 31, 2023: WWF Eastern Arctic and Hudson Bay Complex Mariners’ Guides: voyage planning tools meant to be posted on ships to provide essential information and recommended best practices for reducing ship impacts on wildlife and communities. 

· CNG NMCA Technical Workshop - Oct 25-26, 2023, in Montreal
· Write a letter to express interest in participating in the workshop session. 
· Nunavik Impact Assessment Harmonization Seminar – November 8-9, 2023, in Montreal
· Raise awareness of Nunavik's Impact Assessment (IA) framework and harmonization
· Establish a line of communication between IA decision-makers and review boards in Nunavik.
· Begin co-developing coordination mechanisms (practice case studies, etc.)
· Presentations given by EMRIRB Director:
· #1 IA processes that apply in Nunavik - Overlap Agreement
· #2 What is harmonization: sharing of past examples & open discussion - National Geographic
· CIRNAC updates:
· Annual interdepartmental caucus
· Updating internal government training material
· A recent version of the Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Information System (ATRIS) 
The Nunavut Research Institute is organizing a permitting workshop mid-November.

Break 2:52 PM to 3:25 PM

8. FINANCE
a. Q2 Financial Update 
Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret presented the financial update for Q2. She reviewed the core operational and carry-forward budget with the Impact Review Board. Good financial position and expenses on track. The carry forward funds will be spent by April 2024. We will require supplemental funding for the Director and Environmental Program Officer’s salaries next fiscal year. Core funding alone will not have us fully operational. 
After review, it was motioned to adopt and approve the Q2 Financial Statements; Brendan O’Donnell proposed, and Fred Tomatuk seconded. The motion carried and the Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board adopted Resolution IRB2023- 19

b. 2023-2024 Midyear Activity Report:
Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret presented the draft 2023-24 Midyear Activity Report. The Impact Review Board reviewed and edited the draft activity report. Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret to present at International Association for Impact Assessment’s conference regarding the Eeyou Marine Region. International projects are coming up to Eeyou Marine Region, we need to keep sharing information about our processes.
After review, it was motioned to adopt and approve the 2023-2024 Midyear Activity Report; Brendan O’Donnell proposed, and Fred Tomatuk seconded. The motion carried and the Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board adopted Resolution IRB2023-20

The meeting adjourned for the day at 4:45 p.m.



















DAY 2 - Thursday, October 12, 2023
Meeting reconvened at 9:14 am
9. OTHER
a. Discussions regarding EMRLCA Implementation
Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret brought up EMRLCA implementation concerns to the Impact Review Board for discussion.
· Issue 1:  The role of Government departments/agencies in working with proponents to determine and validate what the required permits/authorizations are for their project. 
· Issue 2: DFO’s “Letter of Advice” At times projects don’t require a permit, but DFO issues a Letter of Advice. A Letter of Advice should trigger our processes – often in these Letter of Advice there are some terms and conditions and we feel that the processes identified in the NILCA and EMRLCA which include a mandatory public consultation in the screening process would allow Nunavik Inuit and Cree the ability to be properly consulted and weigh in on any terms and conditions – rather than terms and conditions set forth by DFO staff that perhaps have never been to the regions and who do not take Inuit and Cree needs/aspirations into consideration when developing terms and conditions found in Letter of Advice. 
· Issue 3:  Lack of communication from DFO and its Minister (for example, acknowledging receipt of the Screening Decision Report). In keeping with the purpose and intent of co-management and the Honour of the Crown, it needs to be clear who the IPGs engage with and who they have a relationship with at the Government level. Further, Government must engage meaningfully and consistently. 
· Issue 4: Government issuing pre-mature permits. 
· Issue 5: Willingness to issue separate permits for different land claims jurisdictions.  
Example: proposed work will span the NMR, the NMR/EMR joint zone, and the Nunavut settlement Area (NSA). The permitting authorities should issue separate permits for each region.
Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret presented the following possible solutions to the Board:
Education resource document for Eeyou Marine Region and Nunavik Marine Region.
· Put together by EMRIRB, NMRIRB, NMRPC, and EMRPC
· Hire Polynya consulting. 
· The hope is that it will reduce the back and forth with proponents who come to us unprepared and expect the Planning Commissions and Impact Review Boards to tell them what legislation/permits/authorizations they may need. 
· Boundaries map: Nunavut territory, Quebec, Ontario, EMR/NMR – visuals to help determine what legislation applies to a project.
· List of ALL applicable permits
Break 10:58 am - 11:33 am
b. MOU with NIRB and NMRIRB
Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret presented presented the previous Memorandum of Understanding to the Board. BOD replace Agreement to MOU. The Board reviewed and edited the document.
· Signed 2016 for 5 years (2021)
· Currently being reviewed by NMRIRB and NIRB
c. Letter from NMRIRB regarding Exemption Agreement
Archeological work solely done by the Avataq Cultural Institute.
· Avataq is the cultural institute and the Makivvik Designated Organization for culture and archaeology. 
· The idea would be any archaeology research Avataq conducts in the NMR (including the Overlap) would be exempt. Other archaeology from an external organization, universities, etc. would not be exempt. 
Overlap considerations:
· NMRIRB’s view is that either we both enter into agreements, or they will not consider it.
· More generally the view is that we should agree on these exemption agreements before signing them – to avoid exempting just our own regions excluding the overlap (ex. Avataq is excluded in the NMR by NMRIRB, but still must go through a EMRIRB screening in the overlap).
· July meeting on exemption agreements: 
· pros must outweigh the cons.
· must be confident Cree input is guaranteed.
· must be beneficial to the process in some way that warrants excluding us.
· We last discussed “GN Environment Department” permits and “Nunavut Research Institute” permits – decided not to exempt.
· NMRIRB is not considering entering these at this time.
d. Q3 Upcoming Activities
Païlin Chua-Oon Rinfret updated the Impact Review Board on upcoming activities.
· Budget & Workplan for 2024-2025 FY
· The next meeting will be held in February 28-29, 2024 – discussing next fiscal year, strategic plans, supplemental funding request. Feedback & community consultations. New Environmental Program Officer position. 
· Arctic net - Iqaluit
· Training universities
· CTA-EMR officers training 

Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, the Impact Review Board motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion to adjourn was proposed by Brendan O’Donnell and seconded by Fred Tomatuk. The motion carried and the Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board adopted Resolution IRB2023-21

Meeting adjourned at 12:45 pm
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